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The Institute of 
retirement Funds 
africa (IrFa) has, for 
more than 34 years, 
remained dedicated to 
creating platforms for 
engagement where the 
continental retirement 
sector is exposed to best 
practices and learning 
opportunities guaran-
teeing better retirement 
outcomes for those it 
serves. 

While the IrFa 
annual conference – 
one of the most antic-
ipated events on the 
sector calendar and the 
largest of its kind on the continent – has 
traditionally been an in-person event, 

this had to change with 
the onset of the global 
coronavirus crisis.

according to Ger-
aldine Fowler, IrFa 
President, the Covid-
19 pandemic necessi-
tated the organisation 
having to think later-
ally over the past two 
years on how it could 
provide both quality 
content and the oppor-
tunity for networking 
and collaboration 
among its stakeholders.

“Since the outbreak 
of Covid-19, we have 
hosted two large online 

events so as to continue to provide 
the vital conference platform. although 

these were well attended and main-
tained high standards, the full magic 
of engaging face-to-face simply was not 
there. For this reason, we are pleased 
to inform the sector that we will be 
again hosting an in-person conference 
in November this year,” explains Fowler.

“acknowledging that we are still 
living with the pandemic, and taking 
into account the stricter health pro-
tocols required, the Institute will be 
presenting a single-day conference for 
up to 200 participants per day, across 
four days – allowing it to accommodate 
up to 800 attendees.”

“as we move forward in addressing 
the effects of the pandemic as well as 
broader social issues, it is imperative that 
we find ways in which the retirement 
sector can contribute to socio-economic 
development. This year, we intend to 

DeleGaTeS attending 
the Institute of retire-
ment Funds africa (IrFa) 
November conference 
are guaranteed “a stellar 
line-up of speakers and 
some thought-provoking 
discussions”. This is the 
word from Wayne hill-
er-Van rensburg, IrFa 
executive Officer. 

“Our keynote speaker is 
Unathi Kamlana, Commis-
sioner of the Financial Sector Conduct 
authority. appointed on June 1 this year, 
he has been extensively involved with 
the implementation of the Twin Peaks 
reforms from 2011 to 2018. 

“The plenary speaker 
line-up covers topics that 
range from industry reform 
through active investment 
practices to social develop-
ment,” explains hiller-Van 
rensburg.  

“IrFa will be facilitat-
ing an important panel 
discussion on how retire-
ment funds can incorpo-

rate gender lens and infra-
structure investing into 

their strategies to contribute to socio-eco-
nomic growth on both the micro and 
macro-economic levels.”

another important feature of the 
conference agenda will be the master-

classes presented in the afternoon. These 
will provide regulatory environment 
updates; discuss what leadership skills 
are needed in the new world; and take a 
closer look at index funds and how they 
can be included in investment strategies. 
Other topics covered in the masterclasses 
include the application of behavioural 
science in retirement funds to drive bet-
ter outcomes, and whether investment 
returns are the only measure trustees 
should focus on.

all in all, the conference boasts a 
substantial programme that will stimu-
late crucial discussions in this important 
sector.

For further information or registra-
tion, log on to www.irf-conference.co.za

aSSeT managers will have to focus on 
both listed and private market opportu-
nities in the impact investment space for 
africa in order to fully benefit from the 
predicted increase in capital flows to the 
continent over the next few years.

This was the message from Old 
Mutual Investment Group (OMIG) 
speakers at the GSG Global Impact Sum-
mit that took place this month. Global 
participants in the summit are tasked 
with changing the environmental and 
social “status quo” by considering how 
to mobilise more capital to achieve the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and climate targets; 
how to embrace emerging economies 
as engines of impact; how to integrate 
environmental and social concerns in all 
solutions; and how to push for impact 
transparency.

OMIG, a platinum sponsor of the 
event, set out its speakers’ belief that 
asset managers, through their ongoing 
engagement with management at both 
portfolio and target listed investments, 
can influence positive environmental, 

social and governance (eSG) outcomes 
from the ground level of the economy. 

historically, the discussion around 
impact investing has largely been limited 
to private markets. however, this is now 
starting to shift to include public or listed 
markets, where opportunities to create 
impact are rising. This is according to 
OMIG head of Institutional Client Man-
agement, Sne Dlamini, who facilitated a 
panel discussion at the summit on “risk, 
return and impact from listed markets”. 

“When it comes to impact invest-
ing, public and private markets can no 
longer be seen as mutually exclusive,” 
Dlamini said.

“The days of focusing on return and 
risk in isolation are slowly coming to 
an end; we see investors shifting to an 
investment optimisation paradigm of 
maximising returns, minimising risk and 
maximising impact.” 

There are a number of ways in which 
asset managers can make an impact 
through the listed markets – but according 
to OMIG, chief among these is through 
the setting of clear and standardised 

benchmarking. “Because of the way 
listed markets operate, benchmarking is 
important. a relatively easy way to look 
at the impact investing discussion from 
a listed market perspective, is to consider 
the impact across a particular metric of 
a fund versus a benchmark,” explains 
Jon Duncan, OMIG head of responsible 
Investment.

It is impossible to ignore the contri-
bution that asset managers make to the 
impact dynamic through their steward-
ship of both portfolio and target com-
panies. Their continuous steer towards 
building eSG into corporate practices 
through systematic engagement plays 
out over many years and is seen as influ-
ential in changing operational practices 
at firms with poor environmental and 
social practices.

Duncan adds that unlisted or pri-
vate markets would continue to attract 
funding, but hoped that such invest-
ments would drive the next generation 
of listings on public exchanges, thereby 
contributing to a rich, vibrant listed 
market in africa.

provide a forum where these ideas can 
be discussed and consolidated,” Fowler 
adds.

The conference will take place at two 
venues across the country: on November 
8 and 9 at emperor’s Place in Johannes-

burg; and on November 10 and 11 at the 
Cape Town International Convention 
Centre.

Listed markets will deliver significant impact as Africa awaits  
increased capital investment – Old Mutual Investment Group
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Business Report 
had a chat with 
Sorbono Isaac Bari 
about his life and his 
accomplishments 
Dieketseng Maleke 
dieketseng.maleke@inl.co.za

MeeT NINe-Year-OlD Sorbono Bari. 
he is not your typical nine-year-old. 
Bari is the youngest professor in the 
world. Bari was born in 2012, and he 
lives in New York with his parents 
and his brother. he is an asian-amer-
ican author and the world’s youngest 
professor. he is also nominated for a 
Nobel prize. 

In 2018, when Soborno was just 
six-years-old, harvard University rec-
ognised him as a scientist.

The Da  Vinci Institute for Techno- 
logy Management bestowed on him 
and South african play writer John 
Kani the Da  Vinci laureate: Social 
architecture on Monday.

Business report had a chat with 
Bari about his life and his accom-
plishments. according to reports, Bari 
is currently a part-time professor of 
mathematics at Baruch College, New 
York City University, and also a physics 
teacher at New Vision Chatter high 
School for advanced Maths and Sci-
ence.

according to Bari, from the age of 
between one and two years, he devel-
oped a passion for maths.

“I don’t think it was an ability, 
but a passion. My father was a maths 
student, he was writing all these equa-
tions on the blackboard, and I would 
be wondering what do they mean?”

he said one day he mustered 
enough courage to copy all the sym-
bols. “My father caught my fascina-
tion, and he started teaching me maths 
and science. I developed a desire to 
experiment to observe, to see how 
things worked. So I eventually learned 
more and more, until it blossomed. 
Now people see it as a talent, I see it 
as a passion,“ Bari said.

Bari said passion got him where 
he is now.  “I believe every child was 
born a genius. every child has a hid-
den talent. “It’s okay to be not good 
at something. I am not very good at 
art. There are some things I am good 
at and some things that I am not so 
good at,” he said.

according to Bari, talent needs to 
be discovered and nurtured by teach-
ers.  “You need to find what you like 
doing. For me, that was maths and 
science, not other subjects.

“I think I was born as sort of a 
genius in terms of maths and science. 
That is normal. every child is born a 
genius. 

“There are probably a million more 
just like me. They didn’t have a good 
teacher or a good environment, and 
that is what is needed to enable them 
to get a good education to unravel 
their talent,” he said.

he said he feels honoured that he 
is the youngest professor, but he would 
like to remind people that age is just a 

number. “People tend to think that age 
is dictating what your skills should be, 
what is your social status. age dictates 
the time you were born, nothing else. 

“I honestly have no regard for 
my age. Your age doesn’t determine 
your skills. It’s how well your teacher 
teaches,” Bari said.

Bari said to harness the skills he 
studies and sometimes solves math-
ematical problems. he is currently 
studying in grade 8.

he said, for fun, he plays chess and 
basketball. “I play with my brother. I 

also solve maths and science problems 
for fun. I also bike, because you always 
need a bit of outside,” he said.

Bari said he thinks robotics and 
algorithms can help mankind.

“In fact, our technology has helped 
us so much. Technology has allowed us 
to solve a lot of problems in medicine 
and also fix poverty and so much 
more. I think it might continue to 
help us in the future, but who knows,” 
he said.

Bari has achieved a lot in his young 
life. he has written books. he has given 

numerous lectures, and he also has a 
YouTube channel, the Bari Science lab, 
where he solves maths problems. he 
has more than 300  000 subscribers.

Chairperson of the Da Vinci Insti-
tute, Sechaba Motsieloa, said it was a 
privilege for the institution to award 
Bari the laureate.

“We do believe that among us, we 
have individuals who are showing us 
a different way of being. at his age 
and his achievement, Professor Bari, 
we believe, is already contributing to 
a different society. 

“a society that doesn’t formally care 
for itself but for others and everything 
else that is alive and impacting society 
and the community and the universe. 

“So we look for this type of inspi-
ration from individuals, the next gen-
eration of critical thinkers. We are 
very proud that the professor will be 
receiving the award,” he said.

Da  Vinci Institute of Technology 
chief executive Benjamin anderson 
said The Da  Vinci Institute has an 
important focus on co-creating new 
realities with remarkable people so as 
the university context.

“Professor Bari impressed on us, 
we believe that he is a great example 
of reflecting a true understanding of a 
role between people and technology, 
and thereby opening up more possibil-
ities for people within our continent 
africa among the youth,” he said.

anderson said he hoped in the 
future the institution would create a 
relationship with Bari so that he can 
be involved in the academic journey 
of its students. 

s o r b o n o  i s a a c  b a r i

Meet the world’s youngest professor

 NINE-YEAR-OLD Sorbono Isaac Bari is the youngest professor in the world.  |  BARI SCIENCE 
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TIGER Brands, South Africa’s largest 
food producer valued at R35.72  billion, 
has been approved for secondary listing 
on A2X Markets and its ordinary shares 
would commence trading on the stock 
exchange from next Tuesday, it said in a  
statement yesterday. Tiger Brands, with 
brands including All Gold, Black Cat, 
Albany, Koo and Jungle Oats, would 
retain its primary listing on the JSE and its 
issued share capital would be unaffected 
by its secondary listing on A2X. Tiger 
Brands chief financial officer Deepa Sita 
said: “Our listing on A2X provides our 
shareholders with the choice to transact 
our shares on an additional platform. In 
addition, it supports the development 
and growth of a healthy capital market 
in South Africa.” Kevin Brady, the chief 
executive of A2X Markets, said: “Tiger 
Brands is home to a large number of 
iconic South African brands and we are 
delighted to have a heritage company of 
this calibre on board. Their listing on A2X 
will enable its shareholders to capture the 
advantages of A2X’s lower cost structure, 
narrower spreads and added liquidity.”  
|  Philippa larkin

tiger brandS HaS been 
aPPrOVed FOr a SeCOndarY 
LiSting On a2X MarKetS


